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Knowledge Base
Command-Line Switches for the Microsoft Windows Installer Tool

PSS ID Number: 227091
Article Last Modified on 11/13/2003

The information in this article applies to:

o Microsoft Windows 2000 Server
o Microsoft Windows 2000 Advanced Server

® Microsoft Windows 2000 Professional

This article was previously published under Q227091
For a Microsoft Windows XP version of this article, see 314881.

SUMMARY

The Windows Installer executable program that interprets packages and installs products is Msiexec.exe. This article lists the command-
line switches for this program. You cannot run the Msiexec.exe program without specifying at least one switch.

MORE INFORMATION

Switch Paraneters Descri ption

li Package| Product Code Installs or configures a
product .

/f [ p] o] e| d| c| a] u] n s| v] Package| Product Code Repairs a product.

p - Reinstalls a
product only if a
file is mssing.

0 - Reinstalls a
product if a file

is mssing or if an

ol der version of a file
is installed.

e - Reinstalls a
product if a file
is mssing or an equal
or ol der version of a
file is installed.

d - Reinstalls a
product if a file
is mssing or a

di fferent

version of a file is
install ed.

c - Reinstalls a

product if a file

is mssing or the stored
checksum val ue does not
mat ch the cal cul ated

val ue.

a - Forces all files to
be reinstall ed.

u - Rewrites all
required user-
specific registry
entries.

m- Rewrites all

required

conput er-specific
registry entries.

s - Overwites all
exi sting shortcuts.

v - Runs fromthe source
file and re-caches the
| ocal package.

/a Package Adni ni strative
installation option.
Installs a product on
the network.

/'x  Package| Product Code Uninstalls a product.
/j [u] M} Package Advertises a product.
or [u]| n]j Package /t Transform List The property val ues used
or[u| n] Package /g Languagel D on the command line are
i gnor ed.
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/1

Ip

/q

[iIwmelalr|ulc|mp|v]+|!]Logfile

Pat ch/ Package

n|b|r|f

u - Advertises a product
to the current user.

m - Advertises a product
to all users.

g - Language ID.

t - Applies a transform
list to an advertised
package.

Specifies the | og

file path and
indicates the flags

to be | ogged.

i - Status nessages.

w - Non-fatal warnings.
e - Al error nessages.

a - Startup of actions.

r - Action-specific
records

u - User requests.

c - Initial User
Interface (U)
par aneters

m - Qut-of-nenory.
p - Termnal properties.
v - Verbose output.

+ - Appends to the
existing file.

! - Cears each line in
the log file.

"*" - Wl dcard.

Logs all infornation,
but the use of the v
option is not included.
To include the v option,
type "/1*v."

Applies a patch. To
apply a patch to an
install ed Adm nistrator
i mge, type the

foll owi ng options:

/ p [ Pat chPackage]
| a [ Package]

Sets the U |evel.
g, gn - No U.
gb - Basic U .

gr - Reduced U . A nodal
di al og box is displayed
at the end of the
installation.

gf - Full U. A nodal

di al og box is displayed
at the end of the
install ation.

gn+ - No U . However, a
nodal dial og box is

di spl ayed at the end of
the installation.

gb+ - Basic U . A nodal
di al og box is displayed
at the end of the
installation. If you
cancel the installation,
a nodal dialog box is
not di spl ayed.

gb- - Basic U with no
nodal di al og boxes.
The "/ gb+-" switch

is not a supported Ul
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level .

ly nodul e Call's the system
Application Progranm ng
Interface (API)
Dl | Regi st er Server, which
regi sters nodul es that
are typed on the
command |ine (for
exanpl e, "msiexec /y
ny_file.dll").

This option is only used
for registry information
that cannot be added
using the registry
tables of the .msi file.

lz nodul e Calls the system API
Dl | UnRegi st er Server,
to unregi ster nodul es
that are typed on the
command |ine (for
exanpl e, "nsiexec /z
ny_file.dll").

This option is only used
for registry information
that cannot be renpved
using the registry
tables of the .msi file.
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For more information and examples, please see the "Command Line Options" topic in Windows Installer Help, or visit the following
Microsoft Web site:

http://msdn.microsoft.com/library/default.asp?url=/library/en-us/msi/setup/command_line_options.asp
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